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Werksmans Attorneys

LEX Africa ranked band 
1 – the leading Regional 
Law Firm Network 
by Chambers & Partners; 
and African Network of 
the Year - African Legal 
Awards 2020

Representation in 
over 25 countries through 
the Werksmans LEX 
Africa alliance

Ranked band 1 in :
Dispute Resolution;
Restructuring & Insolvency; 
Private Wealth Law; and 
Media & Broadcasting by 
Chambers Global 2021

Established in the early 1900s, Werksmans Attorneys
is a leading South African corporate and commercial 
law firm serving multinationals, listed companies, 
financial institutions, entrepreneurs, individuals 
and government.

Over 200 
lawyers

A team of 
over 400

National
footprint



About us With a formidable track record in mergers 
& acquisitions, banking & finance, and 
commercial litigation & dispute resolution, 
we are distinguished by the people, clients 
and work that we attract and retain. 
Our lawyers constitute a powerful team 
of independent-minded individuals who 
share a common passion and service ethos. 
Our success is built on a solid foundation 
of insightful and innovative deal structuring 
and legal advice; a keen understanding 
of business and economic imperatives; 
and a strong focus on achieving the best 
outcome for clients.

Focus and 
approach

As a corporate and commercial law firm,
we focus specifically on businesses’ agendas.
We make it our responsibility to understand
the full impact of our advice on all facets of our
clients’ businesses.

Agile, efficient, 
accessible

We are geared for agility, efficiency and 
accessibility through our geographic 
footprint, the range of services we offer, 
the way we structure our teams and how 
we interact with our clients.

Collaboration 
and teamwork

A strong culture of teamwork and collaboration
exists across the diverse skills base of our
organisation, ensuring that skills are deployed
to match each client’s requirements and that 
our clients receive the best and most 
comprehensive advice possible.



“Ability to handle particularly high-profile cases 
and service is exceptionally good”
 

Dispute Resolution practice area
Chambers Global 2021



Practice areas

Africa

Arbitration

Banking & Finance

Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment

Business Crimes & Investigations

China

Competition & Antitrust

Construction & Engineering

Corporate Mergers & Acquisitions

Data Privacy

Dispute Resolution & Litigation

Healthcare & Life Sciences

Infrastructure, Energy & Projects

Insolvency, Business Rescue & Restructuring

Intellectual Property

Investment Funds & Private Equity

Labour & Employment

Land Reform Restitution & Tenure

Media, Communications & Technology

Mining, Environmental & Resources

Pro Bono

Property Law & Real Estate

Sport & Entertainment

Tax



Leadership at Werksmans Attorneys

Our diverse team of specialist lawyers are 
themselves headed up by a team of experts. 
Their combined experience in both private 
and public sectors positions Werksmans as 
one of the premier law firms in the country.

David Hertz
Chairman

David joined Werksmans as 
a Candidate Attorney in 1989 
and has been a part of the firm’s 
DNA ever since. He has been 
a leading lawyer in numerous 
independently conducted ratings 
of the legal profession locally and 
internationally, led Werksmans 
Dispute Resolution & Litigation 
Practice for ten years to its 
current pre-eminent position, 
and all the while has contributed 
enormously to the firm’s success 
and strategic vision. His passion 
and dedication to the firm are 
highly valued by both colleagues 
and clients.

Kevin Trudgeon
Head of Commercial

Kevin joined Werksmans as a 
Candidate Attorney in 1994. 
He specialises in corporate 
finance and M&A transactions. 
He has advised on a number 
of the most significant markets 
and M&A transactions 
undertaken in South Africa. 
He also has vast financial 
experience having worked on 
numerous groundbreaking 
financial transactions.

Corlett Manaka
Head of Dispute 
Resolution & Litigation

Corlett joined the firm following 
its merger with Nalane Manaka, 
a leading black law firm, which 
he co-founded in 1999. Corlett is 
a skilled litigator and has served 
on the boards of various 
companies and institutions. 
He has represented private and 
government entities on matters 
relating to constitutional & 
administrative law, corporate 
law, competition law, local 
government law, gambling 
law and aviation law.

Jeremy Botha
Chief Executive 
Officer

Jeremy has been CEO at 
Werksmans since 2006 with 
a background in financial 
management and taxation at 
some of South Africa’s largest 
corporates. Prior to joining 
Werksmans, he was the General 
Manager of Adams & Adams, 
a large intellectual property law 
firm, for a period of five years. 
During this time he gained 
wide experience in general 
management, particularly in 
the financial, information 
technology, human resources 
and marketing fields.



“Very competent and experienced professionals 
who are committed to providing their clients with 
the highest-quality legal advice and services”
 

Banking & Finance practice area
Chambers Global 2021



Transformation

Werksmans is fully committed to 
transformation and the principles of equal 
opportunity, inclusivity and diversity are 
fundamental to our ongoing success.
 
Our firm continuously transforms to 
reflect the demographics of the South 
African population and aligns itself with 
the requirements of the Legal Sector 
Black Economic Empowerment Charter. 

Werksmans was one of the first major law 
firms to become a member of the Black 
Lawyers Association (BLA), confirming our 
dedication to playing a role in transforming 
the South African legal sector. Emphasis will 
continue to be placed on the identified focus 
areas of the firm’s transformation strategy, 
with particular attention being paid to:

 > Participating actively in advancing
  transformation at all levels in the firm;

 > Constantly evolving the composition 
  of the firm to reflect the broad 
  demographics of South Africa to
  create a truly South African law firm; and

 >   Recruiting, training and developing 
  individuals of the highest caliber. 

The firm is currently rated as a Level Three BBBEE Contributor.



Africa is a continent of great opportunity, but 
also one of diverse challenges and legal risks. 
It is important, then, to have a comprehensive 
understanding of applicable laws, business 
etiquette and cultural practices when doing 
business in Africa. Our in-depth expertise and 
years of experience enable us to anticipate 
challenges and mitigate risks.

Werksmans has been Africa’s pioneerng law 
firm. A founding member of LEX Africa, we 
have an enviable track record and experience 
in advising on multi-jurisdictional transactions, 
dispute resolution and other regulatory 
matters both commercial and corporate. 
Africa is integral to all we do and all our 
lawyers are proudly African. Our fully 
integrated and seamless services work 
across Africa to provide innovative solutions 
and legal advice.

Africa Reach

LEX Africa produces popular business and 
specialist guides annually, including Mining 
in Africa, Insolvency and Restructuring and 
a guide to Foreign Judgment and Arbitral 
Awards in Africa. These can be found on 
www.lexafrica.com.



Morocco

Algeria

Senegal

Burkina Faso

Mali

Egypt

Ghana Nigeria Ethiopia

Kenya

Uganda

Ruanda

Tanzania

Malawi

Mozambique

Zimbabwe

Swaziland
Botswana

Namibia

Zamibia
Angola

Democratic 
Republic of 
the Congo

Lesotho

South Africa

Mauritius

Cameroon
Côte d’Ivoire

Guinea Conakry

Over 25 
African 
Countries

First and largest 
pan African legal 
alliance

Independent
African law 
firms only



Marketplace accolades

IFLR1000 (Financial & Corporate 
and Energy & Infrastructure)

In 2021, Werksmans was ranked by IFLR1000, reflecting 
Werksmans' market standing within the financial and 
corporate practice areas. This is a sector-specific guide 
which covers the Sub-Saharan African legal market and 
bases its annual rankings on both client and peer feedback 
as well as on analysis of our transactional highlights. In 
addition, 19 of our directors were ranked as ‘notable 
practitioners’ as well as ‘rising stars’.

Legal 500

In 2021, Werksmans was ranked by The Legal 500, regarded 
as one of the world’s largest and most reputable legal 
referral guides. The Legal 500 is an independent directory 
which assesses the strengths of law firms in over 100 juris-
dictions. Firms and individuals are recommended purely on 
merit. A total of 42 of our lawyers were ranked as ‘leading 
lawyers’ or ‘recommended lawyers’.

Chambers Global

In 2021 Werksmans was ranked by Chambers Global - an 
independent international legal ratings directory, ranking 
both individual lawyers and select practices on a regional 
basis. Within the South African section, Werksmans 
obtained rankings across 15 practice areas; and over 30 of 
our directors were ranked individually as leading lawyers in 
their respective fields.



Mergermarket

Werksmans was placed 6th in Africa league tables by 
deal count in 2020. 

International Who’s Who Legal

Werksmans lawyers are consistently recognised in 
the fields of Arbitration, Banking, Capital Markets, 
Commercial Litigation, Competition, Corporate 
Governance, Corporate Tax, Mergers & 
Acquisitions, Mining and Regulatory 
Communications.

Dealmakers

In 2020, Werksmans was placed 5th for deal value 
for deal volume. Two of our matters were 
announced as winners – one in the Private Equity 
Deal of the Year and the other in the Business 
Rescue Deal of the Year.



As a leading South African corporate and 
commercial law firm, Werksmans recognises 
its responsibility to the larger community – 
the constitutional imperative of access 
to justice for all, especially the poor 
and vulnerable. 

We do this by providing pro bono legal 
services. We have focused our efforts on 
matters of public significance that have 
an impact on people and the environment.

Pro Bono

We make a difference through the work we 
do with ProBono.org, a public interest law 
clearing house, the Wits Law Clinic, and the 
Legal Resources Centre. 

Worthy causes we have assisted include 
organisations championing the healthcare 
rights of cancer patients, communities living 
in informal settlements, and emerging 
entrepreneurs. Without pro bono assistance, 
vast numbers of people run the risk of being 
unfairly assessed or handed incorrect 
judgments; some of these judgments
being prejudicial enough to severely affect 
their ability to support themselves and 
their families. 

The right pro bono legal assistance can turn 
a client’s otherwise dire situation into a new 
chapter. It is this desire to create new chapters 
for disadvantaged people that drives us 
to provide pro bono legal services not out 
of obligation, but out of integrity.

The Werksmans pro bono team also 
conducts legal training workshops in 
Diepsloot to inform community members 
of their rights.

Making a difference that 
cannot be measured



“Their work ethic is phenomenal, 
they have an eye for detail and 
their work is marked 
by excellence”
Employment practice area
Chambers Global 2019 “Consummate professionals who have 

a keen eye for the details, go beyond 
the call of duty and are always 
available, caring, compassionate, with 
a deep sense of social responsibility.”
 
Business Crimes & Investigations practice area
Chambers Global 2020

“Very commercial and client-
centric approach.”
Banking and Finance practice area
Chambers Global 2021

"They are an exceptional team and 
they are the finest in the country for 
what they do," 
 
Chambers High Net Worth, Private Wealth
Chambers 2020

“Dispute resolution is very much 
at the heart of the firm. It leads 
the market in key areas such as 
administrative and regulatory 
disputes.”
Dispute Resolution practice area
Legal 500 2021

“Excellence, flexibility and 
willingness to accommodate.”
Commercial, Corporate M & Apractice area
Legal500 2020

“The team is highly responsive 
and knowledgeable.”
Competition practice area
Legal 500 2021



Dispute Resolution

Werksmans has a formidable track record in both Commercial 
and Litigation. Below are select recent examples of this expertise 
in action.

Track records

Energy Plc v Falk Real Estate (SA) (Pty) Ltd and Alexander Falk – Obtained an order recognising and 
enforcing in South Africa a judgment of a German court in an amount of €208 000 000. This is the first 
enforcement of a foreign judgment in South Africa while it was subject to a pending appeal in its country 
of origin.

Pharma Dynamics (Pty) Ltd v Medicine Control Council and two others – Successfully represented Medicine 
Control Council and two others in an appeal lodged in terms of Section 24 of the Medicines and Related 
Substances Act No 101 of 1965 by Pharma Dynamics against a decision of the Medicines Control Council 
to register identical medicine twice in different names.

Hlano Investments Proprietary Limited v Investec Limited – Werksmans successfully defended an 
interlocutory application brought by Hlano Investments Proprietary Limited against Investec for an order 
compelling Investec to provide certain documentation in terms of Rule 35(13) of the Uniform Rules of Court 
in the context of liquidation proceedings, where the debt owing to Investec underlying the liquidation
application was in the amount of R202 759 530,59.

Hospital Association of South Africa v The MEC of Health for the Free State Province – Successfully 
represented the Hospital Association of South Africa in its challenger against the Regulations Governing 
Private Health Establishments No 78 of 2014 published in Provincial Gazette No 53 of 9 September 2014 
where the Court invalidated various regulations promulgated therein.

Comair v SAA and others – Successfully represented three major South African financial 
institutions in securing loans advanced to SAA aggregating in value to in excess of R4.5 billion.

Medirite (Pty) Ltd v South African Pharmacy Council and another – Successfully represented Medirite 
(Pty) Ltd, in challenging the amendment to the good pharmacy practice rules published by the Pharmacy 
Council. Medirite was unsuccessful at High Court level; the appeal was successful before the Supreme Court 
of Appeal.

Kamoto Copper Company SARL v Zhongji Development Construction Engineering Company Limited – 
Successfully represented Kamoto Copper Company SARL (a Democratic Republic of the Congo company) 
against Zhongji Development Construction Engineering Company Limited in proceedings arising from the 
supply and construction of civil work for the supply of cement involving an amount of US $40 million.

Telkom SA Limited v Independent Communications Authority of South Africa & 4 others – Successfully 
represented Telkom in reviewing and setting aside the decision of ICASA allowing Vodacom to acquire 
licences of Neotel valued at R7 billion.

Afriline Civils (Pty) Ltd & ASLA Construction (Pty) Ltd v Minister of Rural Development and Land Reform and 
Another – Successfully represented ASLA Construction (Pty) Ltd in the Western Cape High Court, reviewing 
and setting aside an award of a tender for a R100m bulk irrigation pipeline project by the Department of 
Rural Development and Land Reform.



Corporate Mergers & Acquisitions

Acted as legal advisor to Pembani Group Proprietary Limited in the merger 
of various of its assets with Shanduka Group Proprietary Limited. Confidential

Confidential

R1.6 Million

R78.6 million

R637,427,206

Acted as legal advisor to Litha Pharma Proprietary Limited in the 
purchase of a business unit which formed part of Pharmacare’s 
pharmaceuticals division.

Acted as legal advisor to Heaven-Sent Management Group Co. Limited 
in an offer to acquire the entire issued share capital of Village Main 
Reef Limited.

Description of matter and our role Approximate value

Acted as corporate and competition law advisors to EOH Mthombo 
Proprietary Limited in acquiring 100% share capital of BVSA Integrated 
Services Proprietary Limited.

Acted as legal advisor to Basil Read Limited in its disposal of shares and 
sale of the business to Much Asphalt Proprietary Limited.

Acted as legal advisor to Blue Label Telecoms Limited (Blue Label 
Telecoms) in respect of the capitalisation of Cell C Proprietary Limited 
(Cell C) and the subscription by Blue Label Telecoms for 35% of the total 
issued shares of Cell C.

Acted as legal advisor to Optimum Coal Holdings Proprietary Limited
 in the sale of shares and claims to Tegeta Exploration & Resources 
Proprietary Limited.

Acted as legal, tax and competition law advisor to Tecnopack Eastern 
Cape Proprietary Limited in the acquisition of Sappi Southern 
Africa Limited.

Acted as legal advisor to Steinhoff International Holdings Limited 
(Steinhoff) in various transactions in a scheme of arrangement in terms 
of section 114 of the Companies Act between Steinhoff and its shareholders 
where Genesis International Holdings (Genesis) acquired 100% of the 
ordinary share capital of Steinhoff and the listing of Genesis on the 
Frankfurt Stock Exchange.

Acted as competition law advisor to Professional Provident Society 
Marketing Services Proprietary Limited, a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Professional Provident Society Insurance Company Limited (PST), 
in Salman Proprietary Limited’s subscription of a 49% shareholding 
interest in PST.

Acted as legal advisor to Steinhoff International in its acquisition of 92.34% 
of the share capital of Pepkor Holdings Proprietary Limited the second 
largest deal for the country at the time.

Acted as South African legal advisors to David Jones Limited in relation to 
the acquisition by Woolworths Holdings Limited of 100% of the issued 
share capital of David Jones Limited by way of a scheme of arrangement.

R4 billion

Confidential

R175 million

R3.6 billion

Confidential

R62.8 billion

R21 billion (awarded 
to the Dealmakers 
Deal of the Year 
award for 2014)
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Johannesburg
Telephone +27 11 535 8000

Cape Town
Telephone +27 11 405 5100
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