
The investment funds & private equity space has changed. It is no 
longer sufficient to utilise lawyers who have dabbled in the fund 
space as an aside to their primary practices. Hence, Werksmans has 
recruited internationally to establish one of the first dedicated teams 
dealing exclusively with investment issues. We know that structuring 
and operating investment funds, collective investment schemes 
and their associated investment managers is a complex business. 
To provide effective legal advice to investment managers, asset 
managers, funds and investors, investment fund and private equity 
lawyers need in-depth knowledge of the legal issues involved, a savvy 
commercial sense and the ability to deal with intricate commercial, 
tax and regulatory issues. This is the calibre of lawyers that makes 
up the Werksmans Investment Funds & Private Equity Practice.

ACCESS TO AND EXPERIENCE IN 
A WIDE RANGE OF JURISDICTIONS

Whether the underlying assets are private equity investments, 
listed securities, infrastructure projects, property, an art or wine 
collection, and whether you are establishing, investing in or operating 
a fund as an investment manager or advisor, our investment funds 
& private equity lawyers will manage the tax, structural, financial, 
regulatory and commercial issues arising thereof. We also have 
a specialist funds litigation service dealing with the increasing 
frequency of litigation queries.

In addition to dealing with South African funds and management 
companies, the team is routinely involved in the structuring, setting 
up and assisting in the operation of funds and management companies 
in a variety of jurisdictions. Members of the team are admitted in South 
Africa, the United Kingdom and the Eastern Caribbean and have advised 
funds, investors and service providers in all major jurisdictions including 
Mauritius, Luxembourg, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, the British 
Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, Guernsey, Ireland, Jersey and Malta. 
Additionally, through LEX Africa, the oldest network of law firms in 
Africa, we offer a single entry point to dozens of African jurisdictions.
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Established in the early 1900s, Werksmans Attorneys is a leading South African corporate and commercial law 
firm, serving multinationals, listed companies, financial institutions, entrepreneurs and government. 

Operating in Gauteng and the Western Cape, the firm is connected to an extensive African legal alliance 
through LEX Africa. 

LEX Africa was established in 1993 as the first and largest African legal alliance and offers huge potential for 
Werksmans’ clients seeking to do business on the continent by providing a gateway to Africa. 

With a formidable track record in mergers and acquisitions, banking and finance, and commercial litigation and 
dispute resolution, Werksmans is distinguished by the people, clients and work that it attracts and retains. 

Werksmans’ more than 200 lawyers are a powerful team of independent-minded individuals who share 
a common service ethos. The firm’s success is built on a solid foundation of insightful and innovative deal 
structuring and legal advice, a keen ability to understand business and economic imperatives and a strong focus 
on achieving the best legal outcome for clients.
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