
The Werksmans Tax practice is able to respond swiftly and effectively to 
South African and international tax matters. Team members have many 
years’ experience in consulting to the commercial sector and are able 
to provide integrated advice and assistance on a wide range of local or 
international tax issues. Ongoing tax changes and the aggressive stance 
of the South African Revenue Service have elevated tax law in South 
Africa to a highly specialised area of practice.

The few changes in tax law since 2001 have resulted in a complex tax 
system, the complexity of which increases annually with comprehensive 
amendments. These cover multiple aspects such as ever-changing 
corporate restructuring rules, tax rules affecting fi nancial instruments, 
rules affecting retirement and so on. The team’s focus is on assisting 
corporates and high-net-worth individuals who seek comprehensive, 
up-to-date tax advice.

Services range from consulting on the tax aspects of clients’ commercial 
dealings to interacting on their behalf with the tax authorities and, 
where necessary, dealing with objections and disputes. Team members 
are also skilled in handling settlement negotiations, appeals in the Tax 
Court and High Court, and alternative dispute resolution processes.

Special areas of expertise include the tax aspects of commercial 
activities such as mergers and acquisitions (M&A), private equity 
and black economic empowerment transactions, and corporate re-
organisations. In terms of international tax services, the team has a 
well-established track record in inward and outward investment matters 
and offshore structuring, taking into account the exchange control 
implications thereof.

Services include dealing with:

 > Domestic tax: income tax, withholding tax, capital gains tax,   
 employees’ tax, value-added tax and securities transfer tax; 

 > International tax: inward and outward investment;

 > Estate planning: domestic and international;

 > Financial services and products: tax rules relating to insurance,   
 private equity, securitisations, hedge funds, structured and   
 project fi nance, debt and derivative instruments;

 > Tax structuring of black economic empowerment transactions,   
 M&A, unbundlings, reconstructions;

 > Management buyouts, distributions, funding, securities issues 
 and buybacks;

 > Exchange control advice in relation to the above; 

 > Liaison and negotiation with tax authorities and regulators; and

 > Tax litigation and dispute resolution: settlement negotiations,   
 alternative dispute resolution, objections and Tax Court appeals.
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Established in the early 1900s, Werksmans Attorneys is a leading South African corporate and commercial law 
fi rm serving multinationals, listed companies, fi nancial institutions, entrepreneurs and government.

Operating in Gauteng and the Western Cape, and connected to an extensive African legal network through LEX Africa, 
the fi rm’s reputation is built on the combined experience of Werksmans and Jan S. de Villiers, which merged in 2009. 

LEX Africa was established in 1993 as the fi rst and largest African legal network and offers huge potential for 
Werksmans’ clients as it provides a gateway to Africa to companies seeking to do business on the continent. 
Each LEX Africa member fi rm specialises in corporate and commercial law and dispute resolution combined 
with intimate knowledge of the local customs, business practices, cultures and languages of each country. 

With a formidable track record in mergers and acquisitions, banking and fi nance, and commercial litigation 
and dispute resolution, Werksmans is distinguished by the people, clients and work that it attracts and retains.

Werksmans’ more than 180 lawyers are a powerful team of independent-minded individuals who share a 
common service ethos. The fi rm’s success is built on a solid foundation of insightful and innovative deal 
structuring and legal advice, a keen ability to understand business and economic imperatives and a strong 
focus on achieving the best legal outcome for clients.
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