
WHO WE ARE

The Werksmans Business Crime & Forensics Practice understands that 
economic crime necessitates a multi-layered solution which addresses 
the problem from start to end. Made up of expert legal and forensic 
minds with combined expertise spanning numerous practice areas, our 
team members drive for practical and efficient outcomes at all times. 
Armed with acute business acumen, our professionals have decades of 
combined experience in white collar crime. This has afforded them the 
opportunity to put together a team compromising the best internal and 
external forensic minds of attorneys, investigators and forensic experts. 

The unique approach and methodologies applied by our team make 
us a leading advisor to business when it comes to white collar crime. 
We have a proven track record in successfully representing a wide 
range of clients - from major listed and private corporations to small 
thriving businesses in an environment where white collar crime is 
problematically on the rise. 

HOW EXTENSIVE IS THE PROBLEM?

The South African Police Service reports that commercial crime in the 
country increased by 45.5% in the last nine years. In the first five years 
of that period alone, it went up by 32.1%. 

In Gauteng, there were 247.2 incidents of commercial crime per 
population of 100 000 for the 2012-2013 period. North West over the 
same period reported a massive rise of 41.9% in commercial crime.  
Other provinces similarly in the red were Limpopo with a 17.3% rise and 
KwaZulu-Natal with a 10.5% rise.  
 

OUR APPROACH 

Like a fine bespoke suit, the practice’s goal is to provide its clients with a 
superior and cost-effective service tailored to the client’s specific needs. 
We understand that every client’s business is different and so too are 
their matters. Consequently, our approach follows the same stance. 

We assess every matter on a case-by-case basis, allowing us to 
succinctly pinpoint the client’s issue/s and accordingly ascertain what 
services would be required under the specific circumstances. This results 
in a departure from the traditional “fill the boardroom” mentality as we 
consider and implement a strategically calculated plan which will only 
deploy the necessary personnel as and when the matter requires. This 
approach has a noticeable effect on the expediency and efficiency of the 
matter and consequently, a lighter effect on the client’s bank account. 

Most importantly, our cross-functional team led by experienced 
commercial attorneys, understands business - allowing us to provide 
relevant, practical, innovative, strategic and commercial advice. Our 
aim is to offer you a cost-effective one-stop-shop solution in the 
combatting of white collar crime – which is, importantly, subject to legal 
professional privilege. 

WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU 

 > Assessment of policies, structures and potential exposure:

• independent review of the overall business;

• tailor-made guiding policies and processes; and

• Identifying “problems” before they escalate and get out of hand. 
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 > Compliance with current and incoming local and international   
 legislation:

• understanding the legislative landscape and applicability to   
 your business; and

• contraventions.

 > Creation of client-specific web-enabled risk assessment tools:

• electronic online desktop-based assessment tool;

• measuring potential contraventions and risk exposure areas   
 within your business;

• empowering management and the Board with knowledge;

• robust and detailed risk analysis within the business;

• enabling pro-active risk management;

• answering the question: “Why are we doing this?”;

• answering the question: “How are we doing?”; and

• answering the question: “Are we contravening legislation?”.

 > Ongoing Werksmans training to safeguard your business: 

• electronic online desktop-based assessment tool;

• empowering through knowledge;

• workshop training;

• online training; and

• practical and attractive solutions.

 > Strategic crisis management including full forensic analysis  
 and report:

• When a crisis arises in the sphere of a commercial crime,   
 generally the first reaction is one of paralysis and disbelief.   
 This is the most crucial time to come to us as we will quickly   
 assess the issue, develop a strategy, deploy the necessary   
 resources and safeguard your business;

• Clear strategic planning whilst understanding the vulnerability  
 of the business is crucial so as to ensure that an effective   
 and expeditious solution is found and the perpetrators are   
 identified, exited from the business (if they are employees)   
 and prosecuted so as to comply with the requirements of, for   
 example, PACCA (The Prevention and Combating of Corrupt   
 Activities Act No 12 of 2004); and

• If your business has been the target of an attack both from 
within and from the outside, it is imperative to identify 
the roleplayers as quickly as possible and allow the law 
enforcement and prosecutorial process to follow; duly assisted 
by us.

 > Civil and criminal case management from cradle to grave:

• In relation to the civil process we are commercial litigators.   
 That means if there is an ability to institute civil proceedings   
 against the perpetrators of the commercial crimes so as to try  
 and recover the losses suffered, we are without question the   
 dream team.

• In relation to the criminal process, we see the matter through  
 from inception to resolution. Once the matter has been   
 investigated, the requisite charges will be laid and where   
 required, we assist both law enforcement and prosecution to   
    ensure that an iron-clad case is presented to court. This  would  
    include a watching brief during the prosecution so as to be able  
 to further assist the authorities with the gathering of additional  
 evidence that may be required throughout the conduct of  
 the trial; and 

• We monitor the full lifespan of your matter. We are committed  
 to the cradle-to-grave approach, not stepping back at any point  
 nor taking our focus off any part of the process.

 > Benefit of legal privilege 

• Legal privilege is crucial in providing the requisite legal   
 protection to the conduct of the entire matter - and is only   
 triggered when your attorney is mandated to handle the   
 specific matter at hand. 

INDUSTRIES WE HAVE ADVISED

Included in the industries we’ve advised are the below:

 > Telecommunications

 > Mining

 > Oil and petroleum

 > Government

 > Parastatals

 > Unions

 > Private and government procurement

 > Banking and financial sector

 > Transport

 > Security

 > Entertainment 

 > Competition

 > Manufacturing

 > Liquor

 > Advertising

 > Point of sale.



MEET THE BUSINESS CRIME & FORENSICS TEAM

DEWALD
VAN DEN BERG

Title:  Director
Office:  Johannesburg
Direct line:  +27 (0)11 535 8443
Email:  dvandenberg@werksmans.com

BERNARD
HOTZ

AHMORE 
BURGER-SMIDT

JACQUES
VAN WYK

CORLETT
MANAKA

JUSTIN
TRUTER

PAUL 
COETSER

HAROLD  
JACOBS

SANDILE  
JULY

ROGER  
WAKEFIELD

Title:  Director and practice area head 
Office:  Johannesburg
Direct line:  +27 (0)11 535 8016
Email:  bhotz@werksmans.com

Title:  Director
Office:  Johannesburg
Direct line:  +27 (0)11 535 8462
Email:  aburgersmidt@werksmans.com

Title:  Director
Office:  Cape Town 
Direct line:  +27 (0)21 405 5142
Email:  jvanwyk@werksmans.com

Title:                  Director
Office:               Johannesburg
Direct line:         +27 (0)11 535 8145
Email:                cmanaka@werksmans.com

Title:  Director
Office:  Cape Town
Direct line:  +27 (0)21 405 5232 
Email:  jtruter@werksmans.com

Title:  Director 
Office:  Johannesburg
Direct line:  +27 (0)11 535 8290
Email:  pcoetser@werksmans.com

Title:  Director
Office:  Johannesburg
Direct line:  +27 (0)11 535 8182
Email:  hjacobs@werksmans.com

Title:  Director 
Office:  Johannesburg
Direct line:  +27 (0)11 535 8163
Email:  sjuly@werksmans.com

Title:  Director 
Office:  Johannesburg
Direct line:  +27 (0)11 535 8209
Email:  rwakefield@werksmans.com

JEREMY  
GOBETZ

BRADLEY 
WORKMAN-DAVIES

Title:  Senior Associate 
Office:  Johannesburg
Direct line:  +27 (0)11 535 8445
Email:   jgobetz@werksmans.com

Title:  Director 
Office:  Johannesburg
Direct line:  +27 (0)11 535 8315
Email:  bworkman@werksmans.com

MICHIEL
HEYNS

KERRY
BADAL

Title:                  Senior Associate
Office:               Cape Town
Direct line:        +27 (0)21 405 5224
Email:                mheyns@werksmans.com

Title:                  Associate
Office:               Johannesburg
Direct line:        +27 (0)11 535 8444
Email:                kbadal@werksmans.com

MOTSHIDISI
MAZIBUKO

Title:  Associate
Office:  Johannesburg
Direct line:  +27 (0)11 535 8464
Email:  mmazibuko@werksmans.com



Established in the early 1900s, Werksmans Attorneys is a leading South African corporate and commercial law 
firm serving multinationals, listed companies, financial institutions, entrepreneurs and government.

Operating in Gauteng and the Western Cape, and connected to an extensive African legal network through LEX Africa, 
the firm’s reputation is built on the combined experience of Werksmans and Jan S. de Villiers, which merged in 2009. 

LEX Africa was established in 1993 as the first and largest African legal network and offers huge potential for 
Werksmans’ clients as it provides a gateway to Africa to companies seeking to do business on the continent. 
Each LEX Africa member firm specialises in corporate and commercial law and dispute resolution combined 
with intimate knowledge of the local customs, business practices, cultures and languages of each country. 

With a formidable track record in mergers and acquisitions, banking and finance, and commercial litigation  
and dispute resolution, Werksmans is distinguished by the people, clients and work that it attracts and retains.

Werksmans’ more than 180 lawyers are a powerful team of independent-minded individuals who share a 
common service ethos. The firm’s success is built on a solid foundation of insightful and innovative deal 
structuring and legal advice, a keen ability to understand business and economic imperatives and a strong 
focus on achieving the best legal outcome for clients.
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