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Intellectual Property (IP) contributes significantly to enterprise value and 
it is essential for businesses to act decisively to secure and safeguard its 
intangible corporate assets.

The Werksmans IP protection team has a distinctive approach–applying 
advanced skills providing commercially-minded solutions across the 
entire spectrum of matters involving any aspect of IP.

Werksmans IP acts for all clients of the firm with IP interests, including 
multinationals, large local companies, international sports enterprises 
and individuals in South Africa, elsewhere in Africa and in other 
international markets relevant to client business.

Services include dealing with:

 > Registrability clearance searches and registration of IP rights both  
 locally and internationally;

 > Commercial transactions and agreements, including the   
 purchase, transfer, license and pledge of IP rights (including   
 copyrights trademarks and patents);

 > IP strategic planning and portfolio management; 

 > Enforcement of trademark, copyright and other IP rights; 

 > Litigation and dispute resolution in relation to a diversity of  
 IP issues;

 > Advertising Standards Authority (ASA) disputes;

 > Product design protection;

 > Due diligence investigations;

 > Plant breeders’ rights;

 > Domain name protection, administration and disputes;

 > Anti-counterfeiting advice and actions; and

 > Know-how, confidential information and trade secrets    
 sponsorship agreements.
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Established in the early 1900s, Werksmans Attorneys is a leading South African corporate and commercial law 
firm, serving multinationals, listed companies, financial institutions, entrepreneurs and government. 

Operating in Gauteng and the Western Cape, the firm is connected to an extensive African legal alliance 
through LEX Africa. 

LEX Africa was established in 1993 as the first and largest African legal alliance and offers huge potential for 
Werksmans’ clients seeking to do business on the continent by providing a gateway to Africa. 

With a formidable track record in mergers and acquisitions, banking and finance, and commercial litigation and 
dispute resolution, Werksmans is distinguished by the people, clients and work that it attracts and retains. 

Werksmans’ more than 200 lawyers are a powerful team of independent-minded individuals who share a 
common service ethos. The firm’s success is built on a solid foundation of insightful and innovative deal 
structuring and legal advice, a keen ability to understand business and economic imperatives and a strong focus 
on achieving the best legal outcome for clients.

ABOUT 
WERKSMANS 
ATTORNEYS

Keeping you close for 100 years

The Corporate & Commercial Law Firm

www.werksmans.com

A member of the LEX Africa Alliance


