
CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP

Werksmans is committed to playing its full part in society and making positive
contributions to the communities in which it operates.

Pro bono legal services

We appreciate the need to promote the constitutional imperative of access to justice for
all. An important way in which we achieve this is by providing pro bono legal services in
matters that are of public significance.

The Latin phrase pro bono publico means “for the public good”. It refers to professional
services undertaken voluntarily and without a fee as a public service for individuals or
causes of humble means.

Our pro bono strategy involves:

 Building mutually beneficial relationships with organisations that are active in public
interest law and handling pro bono matters by matching particular causes with
lawyers who have an affinity with that cause.

 Maintaining a database of reputable organisations involved in worthy causes and
providing legal assistance to these organisations when required.

 Establishing the Werksmans Law Clinic as a means to provide the underprivileged
with the benefits of Werksmans’ expertise in the fields of consumer law and social
welfare.

 Undertaking certain appeal work in the High Court.

In our Johannesburg office, we work closely with ProBono.org, a public interest law
clearing house, the Wits Law Clinic, and the Legal Resources Centre. In the Western
Cape, our lawyers provide legal advisory services to emerging entrepreneurs with limited
means through The Red Door, a pilot programme implemented by the Western Cape
Department of Economic Development and Tourism.

Worthy causes we have assisted include organisations championing the healthcare rights
of cancer patients; environmental conservation agencies; communities living in informal
settlements; and emerging entrepreneurs, among others.

Corporate social responsibility

By harnessing our people’s skills and passions, we support a number of worthy charitable
causes.

A list of recent pro bono matters and corporate social responsibility initiatives follows.
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Pro Bono Work

LAW CLINICS

Werksmans works in partnership with various organisations including: ProBono.Org, the Wits Law Clinic,
and the Legal Resources Centre

Werksmans runs a weekly Consumer Law Clinic at the offices of ProBono.Org in Johannesburg and take on
various consumer-rights matters as a result

Members of our Property Practice volunteer at ProBono.Org’s Inner-Housing Clinic and handle a variety
matters referred to them

Probono.Org’s Refugee Law Clinic: Our pro bono attorneys are attending to the appeal proceedings in the
refusal to grant Refugee Status to clients referred to us by ProBono.Org

Our labour lawyers volunteer to staff SASLAW’s Pro Bono Labour Clinic situated at the Labour Court. In
addition to attending at the Law Clinic, our labour lawyers have been referred a number of pro bono labour
matters by the law clinic

Some of our lawyers volunteered their time to consult with pro bono clients at the ProBono.Org Women's
Day Focus Event, which is held annually at the Women's Jail at Constitution Hill. Various people were
assisted with a range of matters involving consumer law, family law, law of succession, unlawful eviction and
property law among others

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN RESPECT OF PRISONERS

Our pro bono attorneys represent a variety of prisoners in ensuring their rights. Matters include:
 the release of a terminally ill prisoner on medical parole
 ensuring a prisoner who was injured while travelling in a Department of Correctional Services vehicle is

receiving medical treatment
 securing reading glasses for a prisoner incarcerated for the last 26 years with no visitors
 acting on behalf of a prisoner who lost his eye in a prison fight
 acting on behalf of a prisoner who is in a wheelchair having been shot by the police
 acting on behalf of a prisoner who killed her two children and attempted to kill herself whilst in a severe

state of depression - no investigation was made into her state of mind at the time she was found guilty
and sentenced

 fighting a cause in which a prisoner died as a result of the conditions in jail including his pre-existing
medical condition not being treated

COMMERCIAL MATTERS

One of our attorneys assisted in the corporate structuring of an entity

The firm advised Scaw Pension Fund members on a significant surplus apportionment issue concerning
the Scaw Pension Fund

Werksmans helped the SHOUT Foundation, which was established by musicians to assist victims of crime
and to support crime rehabilitation, to register as a tax-exempt public benefit organisation



Pro Bono Work

Our lawyers provide legal advisory services to entrepreneurs through The Red Door, a pilot programme
implemented by the Western Cape Department of Economic Development and Tourism

We have assisted various charitable organisations including: Cotlands, Johannesburg Youth Orchestra,
Kitty & Puppy Haven, Multiple Sclerosis South Africa, ORT SA, Reach for a Dream, and the Stroke Survivors
Foundation

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

We assisted to set up a trust as a public benefit organisation to support African Parks Foundation’s long-
term financing

We provided a legal review of decisions affecting eagles’ habitat as part of the Black Eagle Project which
aims to alleviate the impact of human development on the habitat of black eagles

We assisted environmental non profit Earthlife Africa with certain contractual requirements in respect
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, to be held in Durban in November 2011

FAMILY LAW MATTERS

We investigated the wrongful death of our client’s seven year old son following a playground accident at
school

Our pro bono lawyers approached the High Court to have our client declared the custodial parent of his two
year old son who has been residing with him since birth

We assisted to vary the access agreement to a minor child

Our pro bono lawyers are attending a pre-trial conference in a mother’s divorce proceedings – her husband
wants overnight access to their minor child who is still nursing

HUMAN RIGHTS MATTERS

Our healthcare attorneys use their expertise in healthcare law to assist Campaigning for Cancer, a non-
profit organisation that advocates for the healthcare rights of cancer patients, especially their rights to
appropriate medication and treatment

We represented members of the Winnie Mandela Park Community living on or near dolomite land in an
informal settlement near Tembisa, Gauteng, to relocate or upgrade their stands

PROPERTY MATTERS

Werksmans has assisted in a number of unlawful eviction matters.



Pro Bono Work

We successfully obtained a spoliation order after our clients were unlawfully evicted from their property

Our pro bono lawyers acted in a deprivation of property matter where our client was deprived of his
property based on a fraudulent will

SPORTING MATTERS

When the South African Equestrian Council (SAEC) was suspended from the South African Sports
Confederation and Olympic Committee (SASCOC) in August 2011, resulting in inter alia its members not
being able to qualify for the Olympics in 2012, Werksmans advised the SAEC on its legal position and
strategy to have the suspension uplifted

AD HOC MATTERS

One of our pro bono lawyers acted as the independent attorney in an Anton Piller search of a police
station in a matter of alleged police torture on behalf of the Wits Law Clinic

Senior directors in our Employment Practice have acted as presiding officers at the Labour Court

Our attorneys have of their own accord taken on various other pro bono matters

We attended to the drafting of a mentorship contract for a pro bono student

Corporate Citizenship Initiatives

Description of initiative and our role

The Coronationville Care Centre has accommodated people with disabilities since 2007. It offers skills
training to those with minimal disabilities and care, supervision, recreation and sporting activities to the
profoundly disabled. We provide financial assistance to the centre

Werksmans has provided work shadow opportunities to Grade 11 and 12 learners enrolled in educational
NGO ORT, South Africa's Paralegal Practice Learnership, exposing them to the working world and
aiding them to reach their goals of entering the legal profession after school. Their time spent with the firm
included tours of the Constitutional Court and Randburg Magistrates Court, attending consultations with
clients and participation in tasks in the business operation centres of the firm

As part of the Habitat for Humanity Legal Community Build, our staff have helped to build houses and
provide ongoing support to the house recipients in the form of furniture and maintenance

Werksmans purchases Khayelitsha Cookies to serve to staff daily at tea time. These cookies are made by
previously unemployed female residents of Khayelitsha, who have been empowered to run their own baking
company, through skills development initiatives



Corporate Citizenship Initiatives

Description of initiative and our role

Leliebloem House, a children’s facility in Cape Town, cares for some 84 children between the ages of four
and 19. These children come mainly from abusive and neglectful family backgrounds and the home provides
them a safe and nurturing environment. We provide financial assistance to the centre

The Stellenbosch Hospice provides compassionate and holistic physical, emotional, social and spiritual care
to individuals and their families and ensures that the majority of its patients receive their palliative and/or
chronic care in the privacy of their own homes. We provide financial assistance to the centre

The St Patrick Charitable Trust encourages entrepreneurial development within some of Cape Town's most
impoverished communities. We provide financial assistance to the centre

Werksmans is committed to recruiting, retaining and advancing women, and is an annual participant in the
Take a Girl Child to Work Day initiative which aims make young girls aware of the important role they can
play in the economy
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